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KALGOORLIE HEALTH CAMPUS — MRI MACHINE 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [9.56 pm]: I would like to talk about an issue that is very important 
to me and to the constituents of my electorate. It is about an MRI machine for Kalgoorlie. When I was elected 
in 2017, I made a point of finding out about the most important issues in my electorate. I asked questions in places 
from Norseman to Kununurra. In Kalgoorlie in particular, an MRI seemed to be the major issue. A lady came into 
my office and explained that her elderly mother had to go for a second MRI within a two-month period, which 
was a very, very stressful event for that elderly lady. If anyone here has ever been to Kalgoorlie, they will know 
that it is a six-and-a-half-hour round trip. Even if people go by train or plane, it is very stressful. I ended up phoning 
the WA Country Health Service to find out how many more people required an MRI. To my amazement more 
than 2 000 people were being sent from Kalgoorlie alone every single year. For a single mum or an elderly person, 
the thought of having to go to Perth for an MRI is very, very stressful. If people do not have a support network, it 
is all that more difficult to handle. They have to find a place to stay and to find transport and then get to the hospital. 
Even at the hospital it is stressful trying to find the department where patients need to go. This all escalates people’s 
stress levels. Having to sit in the hospital for hours waiting their turn is not a peaceful place to be. 

I recognised that this was a serious problem for Kalgoorlie so I decided to put a petition together and spent a week 
at St Barbara Square collecting signatures, from seven o’clock in the morning until seven o’clock in the evening. 
I asked Hon Kyle McGinn to sign the petition, but he was not too keen at the time. Regardless of whether we got 
his signature, we managed to get quite a few thousand other signatures. Unfortunately, due to my ignorance about 
petitions I did not realise that not everyone was putting in their proper address, so it was decided that quite a few 
hundred signatures were not acceptable to present to Parliament. The response I got from the government when 
I presented the petition was basically that it had just inherited $42 billion worth of debt and could not afford an 
MRI machine for Kalgoorlie. But it did manage to find $39 million for Local Projects, Local Jobs. The government 
said that even if it could afford it, it could not organise an MRI machine, because Kalgoorlie would require a Medicare 
licence before the project could be moved forward. Fortunately, a senator from Pauline Hanson’s One Nation was 
in Western Australia, so I asked the senator if he could approach the Minister for Health, Greg Hunt, and explain 
the situation in Kalgoorlie. He did, and after hearing the story about Kalgoorlie, the minister immediately awarded 
Kalgoorlie an MRI Medicare licence—a full licence, not a partial licence. 

I went back to the state Parliament and told the government that Kalgoorlie had a Medicare licence, and that all 
the government now had to do was find the money. I was told that it is not that simple, because Kalgoorlie is a mining 
town, and the vibrations, and particularly seismic vibrations, from the mining activity could be a problem. I went 
back to my office again, phoned an MRI supplier who supplies and installs MRI machines and asked if the seismic 
vibrations were going to be a problem. The person I spoke to said that they definitely would be, but it is not 
a problem that we or the government would have to worry about because the installer can put the MRI machine in 
place on mounts that would balance out any seismic vibrations. They would also put in the cooling system and the 
Faraday cage. 

Again, I went back to the McGowan government with my findings. I did not hear anything more about it for quite 
a while, even though I had been asking question after question for an update. Eventually, there was a breakthrough. 
The government announced funding for the MRI machine, but there was a catch. The people of Kalgoorlie would 
have to wait for 30 months before it was built. The Chinese people can build a 1 000-bed hospital in 10 days, but 
it takes the McGowan government 30 months to build a concrete room and plonk an MRI machine in it. So far, the 
process has been stumbling along. The call for tenders went out a couple of weeks ago, but that is 14 months after 
the government said that it would allow the funding for the MRI machine. The job is not yet done and I am not 
going away until it is. 

The government is soon to award the tender. I hope that it will do the right thing and use a local builder, provided 
the quotes are competitive. It does not need to be the cheapest quote, but if it is just a few dollars extra, I am sure 
the taxpayer would be quite happy to wear it, knowing that the job is being done by a local company. Once it is 
built, we hope that it will be operated correctly. Ideally, we want the WA Country Health Service to operate the 
MRI machine. Members may not know, but in the medical imaging industry it is easy for second-rate companies 
to provide second-rate images. The people of the goldfields have waited too long and suffered enough to be given 
second-rate services. I am putting the McGowan government on notice here and now that I and the other residents 
of the goldfields are watching the developments closely. 
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